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Background

Page 3 of 65. Key context: There are both opportunities and challenges associated with religious and worldview diversity within U.S. higher 
education.



Defining Key Concepts

Page 4 of 65. Key context: Because VIEWS is designed for students of diverse perspectives, researchers gave particular attention to identifying 
language that would ensure students from a variety of...



Terminology

Page 5 of 65. Key context: This section provides basic descriptions of the statistical terms used in this report. Like the previous section, these 
definitions can also be useful when interpreting the report.



Statistical Significance - Effect Size

Page 6 of 65. Key context: For purposes of this report, statistical significance (Sig.) indicates whether or not there is a statistically relevant difference 
between two groups. In educational research,...



Survey Measures

Page 7 of 65. Key context: VIEWS uses factor scales, which are collections of survey items, to represent certain complex concepts (sometimes 
called constructs) and experiences. The factor scales have been...



Comparison Groups

Page 8 of 65. Key context: This report compares students at your institution to the complete sample of VIEWS participants, as well as the national 
sample of IDEALS participants. Of the students who...



Report Sections

Page 9 of 65. Key context: This report is organized into several sections for easy navigation and interpretation of findings. It begins with institution 
and respondent characteristics.



I-E-O Comparison Tables

Page 10 of 65. Key context: This section provides a more nuanced understanding of the relationship between inputs, environments, and outcomes. 
Tables provided include means, standard deviations, and tests...



Navigating the Report

Page 11 of 65. Key context: This report contains a wealth of data about student attitudes and experiences at your institution. Instead of reading 
through the report as you would a book, we recommend tracing...



Focus on Outcomes or Environments You Value

Page 12 of 65. Key context: By adopting this approach to navigating the report, you can focus on an outcome or two of particular interest. These may 
be factor scales that intrigued you upon registering for...



Focus on a Subpopulation of Interest

Page 13 of 65. Key context: Often, campuses know of particular student subpopulations that are less engaged or more engaged. These can be 
students of a particular gender, race, or religious affiliation.



In Lay Terms

Page 14 of 65. Key context: We realize many readers are not familiar with statistical techniques. Although we have explained many terms and 
concepts in this introduction, we also want to offer some...



Reading Tables

Page 15 of 65. Key context: Respondent Characteristics Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Worldview (Collapsed) N % Worldview majority 
51.85% 65.47%



Environment Factor Scales and Items

Page 16 of 65. Key context: 12% 60% 28% 16%



I-E-O Comparison Tables

Page 17 of 65. Key context: •• Outcomes by Respondent Characteristics •• Environments by Respondent Characteristics •• Outcomes by 
Environments Outcomes by Respondent Characteristics Self-Authored Worldview...



Survey Items

Page 18 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Self-Authored Worldview Commitment (those indicating “very accurate” or 
“extremely accurate”) N % Effect I have thoughtfully considered other



Comparison Group Characteristics

Page 19 of 65. Key context: VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Institutional Status N % Public institution Private institution - No religious affiliation 
Private institution - Roman Catholic Private institution -...



Respondent Characteristics

Page 20 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Worldview (Disaggregated) N % Agnosticism Atheism Baha’i Faith 
Buddhism



Respondent Characteristics (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 21 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Spiritual and Religious Self-Identification N % Both religious and spiritual Religious, but not spiritual 
Spiritual, but not religious Neither spiritual nor...



Respondent Characteristics (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 22 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Second Parent/Guardian Education N % Not applicable Elementary school or less Some high school 
High school diploma Some college College degree



Respondent Characteristics (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 23 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Planned Academic Major N % Arts Humanities Social Sciences Religion or Theology Biological 
Science Computer Science



Outcome Factor Scales

Page 24 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Self-Authored Worldview Commitment and Appreciative Attitudes (max = 20) 
M SD Effect Self-Authored Worldview Commitment Appreciative...



Appreciative Attitudes toward Catholics

Page 25 of 65. Key context: Outcome Factor Scales (cont.) Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Appreciative Attitudes Scales (max = 20) M 
SD Effect Appreciative Attitudes toward Evangelical Christians



Appreciative Attitudes toward Jews

Page 26 of 65. Key context: Outcome Factor Scales (cont.) Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Appreciative Attitudes Scales (max = 20) M 
SD Effect Appreciative Attitudes toward Latter-day Saints/Mormons



Appreciative Attitudes toward Politically Conservative People

Page 27 of 65. Key context: Outcome Factor Scales (cont.) Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Appreciative Attitudes Scales (max = 20) and 
Overall Pluralism Orientation (max = 50) M SD Effect...



Outcome Items

Page 28 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Global Citizenship Items (max = 5)* M SD Effect I am actively working to 
foster justice in the world. I am currently taking steps to...



Environment Factor Scales

Page 29 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample M SD Effect Space for Support and Spiritual Expression (max = 20) 
Welcoming Campus (max = 50) Insensitivity on Campus (max = 20)



Provocative Encounters with Worldview Diversity

Page 30 of 65. Key context: Environment Factor Scales (cont.) Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Environment Factor Scales M SD Effect 
Provocative Encounters with Worldview Diversity (max = 20)



Formal Interfaith Engagement

Page 31 of 65. Key context: Environment Factor Scales (cont.) Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Environment Factor Scales M SD Effect 
Formal Interfaith Engagement (max = 7) Other Civic and Diversity...



Environment Items

Page 32 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Structural Worldview Diversity Items (max = 5)* M SD Effect This campus is 
religiously diverse. Students on this campus represent many



Outcomes by Respondent Characteristics

Page 33 of 65. Key context: Outcomes by Respondent Characteristics Self-Authored Worldview Commitment Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS 
Sample Aggregate Worldview M SD Sig



Outcomes by Respondent - Overall Pluralism Orientation -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 34 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Religious and Spiritual Beliefs M SD Sig (1) Both religious and spiritual (2) 
Religious, but not spiritual (3) Spiritual, but not religious



Outcomes by Respondent - Self-Authored Worldview Commitment -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 35 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Sexual Orientation M SD Sig (1) Bisexual (2) Gay (3) Heterosexual



Outcomes by Respondent - Self-Authored Worldview Commitment -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 36 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample International Student M SD Sig (0) Not an international student (1) 
International student Overall Pluralism Orientation



Environments by Respondent Characteristics

Page 37 of 65. Key context: Environments by Respondent Characteristics Space for Support and Spiritual Expression Institution VIEWS Sample 
IDEALS Sample Aggregate Worldview M SD Sig



Environments by Respondent - Informal Interfaith Engagement -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 38 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Aggregate Worldview M SD Sig (1) Worldview majority (2) Worldview 
minority (3) Non-religious



Environments by Respondent - Welcoming Campus -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 39 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Political Leaning M SD Sig (1) Very conservative (2) Conservative (3) 
Moderate



Environments by Respondent - Formal Interfaith Engagement -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 40 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Political Leaning M SD Sig (1) Very conservative (2) Conservative (3) 
Moderate



Environments by Respondent - Insensitivity on Campus -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 41 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Gender M SD Sig (1) Woman (2) Man (3) Another gender



Environments by Respondent - Other Civic and Diversity 
Engagement - Characteristics (cont.)

Page 42 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Gender M SD Sig (1) Woman (2) Man (3) Another gender



Environments by Respondent - Insensitivity on Campus -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 43 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Sexual Orientation M SD Sig (1) Bisexual (2) Gay (3) Heterosexual



Environments by Respondent - Formal Interfaith Engagement -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 44 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Sexual Orientation M SD Sig (1) Bisexual (2) Gay (3) Heterosexual



Environments by Respondent - Welcoming Campus -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 45 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Race/Ethnicity M SD Sig (1) African American/Black (2) Asian/Pacific 
Islander (3) Latino/a/x



Environments by Respondent - Informal Interfaith Engagement -
Characteristics (cont.)

Page 46 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Race/Ethnicity M SD Sig (1) African American/Black (2) Asian/Pacific 
Islander (3) Latino/a/x



Outcomes by Environments

Page 47 of 65. Key context: Self-Authored Worldview Commitment Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Space for Support and Spiritual 
Expression M SD Sig (1) Low (scale value 8 or lower)



Outcomes by Environments - Overall Pluralism Orientation - (cont.)

Page 48 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Insensitivity on Campus M SD Sig (1) Low (scale value 8 or lower) (2) 
Medium (scale value between 9 and 15)



Outcomes by Environments - Self-Authored Worldview 
Commitment - (cont.)

Page 49 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Informal Interfaith Engagement M SD Sig (1) Low (scale value 0) (2) Medium 
(scale value between 1 and 3)



Outcomes by Environments - Overall Pluralism Orientation - (cont.)

Page 50 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Other Civic and Diversity Engagement M SD Sig (1) Low (scale value 0) (2) 
Medium (scale value 1)



Survey Items

Page 51 of 65. Key context: Institution VIEWS Sample IDEALS Sample Self-Authored Worldview Commitment (those indicating “very accurate” or 
“extremely accurate”) N % Effect I have thoughtfully considered...



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 52 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Space for Support and Spiritual Expression (those indicating “agree somewhat” or “agree strongly”) N 
% Effect This campus is a safe place for me to express my...



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 53 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Insensitivity on Campus (those indicating “all the time” or “frequently”) N % Effect Heard/read 
insensitive comments about your worldview from friends or peers...



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 54 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Informal Interfaith Engagement (those responding they participated in the activity) N % Effect Had 
conversations with people of diverse religious or non-religious...



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 55 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Curricular Religious and Spiritual Engagement (those responding they participated in the activity) N % 
Effect Enrolled in a religion course on campus specifically...



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 56 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample In general, individuals in this group are ethical people: Atheists Buddhists Catholics Evangelical 
Christians Hindus Jews Latter-day Saints/Mormons



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 57 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Have Close Friends of Different Social Identities (those responding “yes”) N % Effect Atheist Buddhist 
Catholic Evangelical Christian



Survey Items (cont.) - Institution - VIEWS Sample

Page 58 of 65. Key context: IDEALS Sample Goodwill toward Others of Different Worldviews (those indicating “agree somewhat” or “agree strongly”) 
N % Effect I feel a sense of good will toward people of other...



Factor Scale Descriptions

Page 59 of 65. Key context: Outcome Factor Scales Overall Pluralism Orientation Please indicate the extent to which you agree with each of the 
following statements: •• I am actively working to foster...



Environment Factor Scales

Page 60 of 65. Key context: Space for Support and Spiritual Expression Please indicate the extent to which you agree with each of the following 
statements: •• This campus is a safe place for me to express...



General Religious/Spiritual Engagement - •• Utilized a multi-faith 
space on campus - ••...

Page 61 of 65. Key context: Please indicate whether you participated in any of the following activities while attending your college or university: •• 
Participated in a student organization that is...



Curricular Religious and Spiritual Engagement - religious traditions 
- •• Enrolled in a...

Page 62 of 65. Key context: Please indicate whether you participated in any of the following activities while attending your college or university: •• 
Enrolled in a religion course on campus specifically...



Appendix

Page 63 of 65. Key context: About the Research Team Alyssa N. Rockenbach Alyssa Rockenbach is Professor of Higher Education in the 
Department of Educational Leadership, Policy, and Human Development at...



Resources from Interfaith Youth Core

Page 64 of 65. Key context: You have the opportunity to make interfaith cooperation a norm on your campus. IFYC has the tools and resources to 
help you realize that goal.



students with diverse worldviews. Journal of College Student 
Development, 55(1), 41-62. -...

Page 65 of 65. Key context: Bryant Rockenbach, A., & Mayhew, M. J. (2014). The campus spiritual climate: Predictors of satisfaction among 
Interfaith Youth Core. (2014). How do students experience religious...
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